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PRESS RELEASE/ MARTHA LANE FOX VISIT PRE-RELEASE/ 01.03.10
MARTHA LANE FOX, CHAMPION FOR DIGITAL INCLUSION TO VISIT BIRMINGHAM

Champion for Digital Inclusion, Martha Lane Fox, will visit Birmingham on Wednesday 3rd March to see some of the groundbreaking work being carried out by Digital Birmingham aimed at getting  more people online and increasing their knowledge, skills and employability. 

During the day Ms Lane Fox will meet families who have benefited from the award-winning Computers in the Home project; and residents of an Erdington tower block who have been provided with computers and broadband connectivity in a six month trial to promote broadband uptake in social housing.

“We’re delighted Martha has chosen to visit Birmingham and meet the people who are benefiting from increased digital know-how,” said Cllr Paul Tilsley, deputy leader of Birmingham City Council, who heads up the Digital Birmingham Partnership.

“We firmly believe that being able to access the benefits of online and digital technology is one of the biggest factors in economic well being and social inclusion, and this has been the key driver of Digital Birmingham’s activity over the past few years. We’re proud of the achievements of the people who live and work in the city, and of the work that we and our partner organisations have done to help bring about this success.”

Ms Lane Fox said, “More than 10 million adults across the UK have never used the internet, and worryingly, four million of this group are also socially excluded. All of them are missing out on the opportunities and cost efficiencies that the web has to offer. 

”There are many superb projects across the UK already working hard towards a more digitally enabled society and Birmingham is a fantastic example of how communities can benefit from being online.”

In addition to meeting the city’s residents, Ms Lane Fox will also be holding talks with community representatives, regional policy makers and business heads to discuss key priorities for the Race Online 2012 strategy and the city’s drive to address digital inclusion in achieving economic recovery.

ENDS (335 words)

For press enquiries, please contact: Mary Whitehouse, betterpr, tel: 01527 881965 or 07825 393080, email: mary@betterpr.co.uk. Please also contact me if you would like to send a reporter, photographer or film crew to cover  Ms Lane Fox’s visit to Birmingham residents  on Wednesday 3rd March. 

Notes to editors:

Digital Birmingham is a Birmingham City Council initiative and a strategic partnership of private, voluntary and public organisations throughout the city. It aims to establish Birmingham as a leading European digital city in 2010 and ensure that the benefits of digital technologies are available to all in the city. For more information visit www.digitalbirmingham.co.uk. 


About Digital Inclusion Limited
· Martha Lane Fox was appointed as Champion for Digital Inclusion in June 2009.
· In this role Martha is supported by the Digital Inclusion Task Force which she chairs.
· Digital Inclusion Limited is a government funded by the Department of Communities and Local Government (through the Community Development Foundation) but is an independent organisation (that has applied for charitable status).
· Digital Inclusion Limited aims to build partnerships across the public, private and third sectors to support the 10 million people in the UK who have never used the internet.
· Digital Inclusion will particularly focus on the new tools that can help the most disadvantaged 4 million people of this group.
· Martha Lane Fox co-founded lastminute.com, Europe’s largest travel and leisure website, in 1998. She then went on to co-found and chair the private karaoke chain Lucky Voice. In 2007, she launched Antigone, a grant-giving foundation that supports education, health and criminal justice charities to reflect her commitment to social justice.  She is non-executive director at Marks & Spencer plc, Channel 4 Television and Mydeco.
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